
 
 
 

Women’s History Month 2008 
Early Women Aviators 

 

 
Ruth Elder 

 
Bessie Coleman 

 
Elinor Smith 

 
Biographical Resources at NYPL: 
 
*R-SIBL TL539 .W395 
 Welch, Rosanne.  Encyclopedia of Women in Aviation and Space. Santa Barbara, Calif.: ABC-CLIO, c1998. (SIBL) 
 
629.1309 B 
Bell, Elizabeth S. Sisters of the Wind: Voices of Early Women Aviators. Pasadena, CA: Trilogy Books, c1994. (SIBL) 
 
629.1309 L 
Lebow, Eileen F. Before Amelia: Women Pilots in the Early Days of Aviation. Washington, D.C.: Brassey's, Inc., c2002. 
(Donnell and Humanities Library) 
 
629.1309 W 
Walker, Mike. Powder Puff Derby: Petticoat Pilots and Flying Flappers. Chichester: Wiley, c2003. (SIBL, other branches) 
 
JSE 80-1262 
Boase, Wendy. The Sky's the Limit: Women Pioneers in Aviation. London: Osprey, 1979. (SIBL) 
 
Websites: 
 
The Ninety-Nines, Inc. 
An international organization of licensed women pilots from 
35 countries founded in 1929. 
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http://www.ninety-nines.org
 
Women in Aviation Resource Center Bibliography 
Extensive bibliography on women aviators. 
http://www.women-in-aviation.com/Books/Biographies/
 

The Women Fly Resource Center 
Includes many links to all aspects of aviation. 
http://womenaviators.org/index.html
 
Women in Aviation and Space History 
From the Smithsonian Institution National Air and Space 
Museum, Aeronautics Division. 
http://www.nasm.si.edu/research/aero/women_aviators/wom
enavsp.htm

 
COMING SOON! A searchable database of photographic and biographical information on women pilots compiled by librarians 
in the Science and Technology Division. It will provide indexing in early aeronautical journals, such as Air Service Journal, Pilot 
and Sportsman Pilot. 
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